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[image: ]Working with RAW files.
When you open a RAW file in Photoshop, it reads the raw data and creates a snapshot of what the image will look like when it is opened completely. It allows you to make simple adjustments such as white balance, exposure and highlights etc. Any adjustments you make are not saved onto the original raw file, but as a side file called a container. This file takes on the same name as the raw file but uses the extension .XMP.
It reads this file each time the file is opened in future to give the same result. Deleting this file will reset the raw file back to how it was shot by the camera. A raw file cannot be edited and in some cases, can be used as evidence in court cases. 
Once a raw file has been opened in Photoshop, it needs to be saved as a different type of file to allow you to keep any edits you make to the image. The safest way to do this is to save it as a Photoshop file. This type of file is fully compatible with Photoshop and also allows you to save any layers you have created. Saving as a .JPG or .GIF will flatten your image which means you will not be able to go back and make changes once the images has been saved and closed.
To save as a Photoshop file:-
1. [image: ]Open a RAW file in Photoshop, making any adjustments with the sliders as required. Click Open Image to open the file in Photoshop.
2. Click File > Save As or CTRL + SHIFT + S to open the Save As dialog.
3. Name the new file (although generally I tend to leave the file name the same as the original image to aid searching for the file in future) and ensure the Format is .PSD.
4. Click Save.
RAW files save extra information which allow you to see the date and time of the shot, along with the settings your camera used when taking the camera. This can be useful to look back and see your shutter and aperture settings when you took the shot. 
[image: ]To see the EXIF data:-
1. Open the required RAW file and click File > File Info or CTRL+SHIFT+ALT+I.
2. Click on to the Camera Data tab to display the camera settings.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]This information is embedded into the file and cannot be altered and can be used as proof. Owning the RAW file also proves that you took this shot. Think of a RAW file as a sort of negative which you would have if the photo was taken using film. There is only one RAW file in the same way there is only one negative. Do not hand over any RAW files to clients unless you are selling the copyright to your shot. 
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